
This year Washington and Oregon states joined forces for the first time for the Washington 
& Oregon Higher Education Sustainability Conference (WOHESC). The milestone event 

was a huge success, with over 525 attendees and over 110 speakers from higher education 
institutions and partner organizations all moving towards the goal of advancing a 

sustainable future. Attendees collaborated with peers, developed solutions-driven ideas 
and learned hands-on strategies with a focus on Equity and Diversity woven throughout 

the program. Sustainability leaders from universities and colleges shared their knowledge 
and solutions for issues in the Pacific Northwest geared towards our unique political, 

social, economic and environmental climate.
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Attendees by Category

“Very well organized. Great food. Excellent speakers and workshops.” -WOHESC 2018 Attendee

“Thought it gave a great opportunity to meet/network with a lot of inspiring people! Enjoyed the 
lectures and was informed and inspired.” -WOHESC 2018 Attendee
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Attendees by School
• Bellevue College - 20
• Cascadia College - 25
• Central Washington University - 11
• Centralia College - 2
• Chemeketa Community College - 6
• College of Southern Idaho - 3
• Eastern Washington University - 2
• Edmonds Commnunity College - 7
• Gonzaga University - 10
• Lane Community College - 5
• Lewis & Clark College - 3
• Linfield College - 10
• Marylhurst University - 1
• Michigan State University - 3
• Montana State University - 1
• Mt. Hood Community College - 2
• North Seattle College - 6
• Northeastern University Seattle - 1
• Northwest Indian College - 2
• Oregon State University - 15
• Pacific Lutheran University - 2
• Pacific University - 5
• Peninsula College - 2
• Portland Community College - 34
• Portland State University - 39
• Reed College - 4
• Rogue Community College - 1
• Seattle Central College - 5
• Seattle Colleges - 2
• Seattle University - 1
• Skagit Valley College - 4
• South Seattle College - 5
• Southern Oregon University - 12
• Tacoma Community College - 3
• The Evergreen State College - 25
• The Presidio Graduate School - 1
• University of Oregon - 26
• University of Portland - 1
• University of Puget Sound - 2
• University of Utah - 1
• University of Washington - 12
• Walla Walla University - 1
• Wenatchee Valley College - 1
• Western Washington University - 20
• Whatcom Community College - 1
• Whitman College - 1
• Willamette University - 20
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Approved speaker presentations are available on the Conference website at wohesc.org/program/

Watch Pandora’s
Presentation

http://wohesc.org/program/
https://youtu.be/e7opXbd8pNc
https://youtu.be/e7opXbd8pNc


“I really enjoyed the hands-on workshops where participants were encouraged to collaborate and 
think through challenges more so than the workshops that were simply presentations with built in 
Q & A.” -WOHESC 2018 Attendee

Bringing together Washington and Oregon allowed for the opportunity to 
see beyond what each state was doing individually. The 2018 conference 
program held a track focused on engagement and a track focused on 
community both of which drove home the importance of bridging the 
gap and coming together to implement change. Whether it be through 
faculty learning communities integrating curriculum based change, 
campus climate dialogues, or service learning projects partnering campus 
organizations and community involvement, sessions tapped into driving 
outreach and encouraging a culture of sustainability. 

Engagement - With Community, Between States, Across Campus Sectors & 
Institutional Partnerships, and Amongst Students

Executive leadership, faculty and operations staff spoke on and attended 
various sessions throughout the conference program. This active 
involvement lead to meaningful discussion amongst attendees about how 
to advance institutional change on a level that impacts all of campus. 
Students were able to ask executive leaders about priorities and initiatives 
on the main stage during the executive leadership plenary. Breakouts 
followed where speakers lead the conversation on reducing waste, 
transformative energy leadership, strategic planning, low carbon heating 
and more. 

Driving Dialogue for Systemic Change through Academics & Campus Operations

WOHESC attendees explored the opportunities and barriers of marginalized 
and vulnerable communities through environmental, climate, and social justice 
work throughout this year’s conference and during keynotes, plenaries and 
breakout sessions. We examined why it is important to address diversity 
and equity issues in our sustainability efforts and what social sustainability 
is and how can we work to increase its relevance. Sessions on identity and 
privilege allowed for attendees to gain insight into their positionality. We drew 
connections between environmental impacts, economic impacts, and social 
impacts critical to understanding the vital role equity and diversity plays in 
our sustainable future. 

Equity and Diversity - Planning for Climate Resilience through Equitable Actions

Conference Themes



Click here to view our full album of event photos

https://flic.kr/s/aHsmdYBxx8


Environmental Considerations

• Preference is given to local and 
sustainable products

• Condiments are served in bulk 
containers

Reusable Lunch Containers and Utensils provided by OZZI
Each conference attendee received a gift of an OZZI reusable bag, lunch 
box and utensils.

• Official conference materials are 
printed using vegetable based inks on 
recycled materials

• Printing is limited and preference is 
given to digital resources

• Event promotion is pursued primarily via online 
methods

• Registration process utilizes a 100 percent 
paperless ticket system

• Badge holders are compostable, made from corn-
starch and reused when possible

By choosing alternative 
transportation modes such as 
biking, walking, public transit, 
or carpooling to get to campus 
we can help to minimize 
problems such as greenhouse 
gas emissions, air pollution, and 
urban congestion.

Green Screen - this interactive dashboard allows visitors to see real-time water and energy 
use for the building. // All Gender Restrooms - The fourth floor of Smith houses PSU’s first 
multi-stall all gender restroom. // Hydration Stations - Initiated by a student campaign, 
these refilling stations are helping to reduce plastic waste from disposable water bottles.
Composting Station - Viking Food Court - PSU’s commitment to diverting food waste 
from landfills is exemplified through this creative recycling and compost station.



Exhibitors
• Aardvark Straws
• Flow Control
• Lacey Glass

• Northeastern University
• Polaris
• Preserve

• SemaConnect
• Waxie Sanitary Supply
• Wind Associates

Many Thanks to Our Sponsors

Exhibitor Green Pledge Program
This year we’re excited to harness the sustainability power of Oregon and Washington to produce an 
event that exemplifies our regional commitment to sustainability. 

This pledge explored the commitment of our exhibitors to sustainable practices and highlighted their 
efforts at WOHESC. Those who met the minimum requirements of the program we’re awarded a “Green Star”.



Get involved with WOHESC! Contact us at info@wohesc.org or 1.855.740.8417

Community Partners

In The News
Washington - Oregon Higher Ed Sustainability Conference Recap! 
Portland Community College

Sustainability conference inspires students // Willamette Collegian

Working with Complexity, Focusing on Solutions | Lessons 
Learned from WOHESC // Northwest Earth Institute

https://www.pcc.edu/sustainability/2018/02/16/2696/
http://willamettecollegian.com/main/sustainability-conference-inspires-students/
https://www.nwei.org/working_with_complexity_lessons_from-wohesc/
https://www.nwei.org/working_with_complexity_lessons_from-wohesc/

