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A circular economy is “restorative and regenerative by 
design” (link). Within a circular economy, products are 
created with all stages of product life in mind and are 
fully recyclable on existing infrastructure. Industry is 
intentionally planned so that “waste” becomes a new 
product; the output of one system becomes the input 
for another. Here are some examples of circular 
economy thinking:

Other circular economies on campus

Principles of the circular economy appear in other 
places on campus. The below groups keep high-
quality materials circulating within the UW 
ecosystem and reduce waste from excess materials. 

Compost at the UW

UW Grounds collects leaves from deciduous 
trees and UW Recycling collects coffee grounds 

from the UW Medical Center and Housing & 
Food Services facilities

The organic material is brought to a 
storage yard to be composted. The 

pile was funded in part by the 
Campus Sustainability Fund.

Once the compost process is 
complete, Grounds uses 
some of the material on the 
UW landscape, returning 
nutrients to the trees whose 
leaves were previously 
collected.

UW Farm uses the compost to grow food that is 
used in campus dining, or given to the UW 
Food Pantry. The Pantry is available for use by 
any student, staff or faculty member.

There are three primary benefits from circular 
economies:

Specific to a college campus, deploying circular 
economies can build cross-departmental relationships 
and provide opportunities for education and innovation.
Circular economies increase campus resiliency by 
reducing costs and finding creative avenues to procure 
materials.

Some of the food 
grown on campus
leaves UW through 
the Farm’s CSA 
program. 

Compost is collected and 
then processed at Cedar 
Groves’s facility in Everett 
only 30 miles from 
campus.

Food scraps go into 
compost bins. 

• Materials that leave stay close to the UW campus 
and are used by neighboring communities.

Instagram.com/uwfoodpantry

Thewholeu.uw.edu

Botanicgardens.uw.edu

Facebook.com/uwfarm

Uwphotos.smugmug.com

Uwphotos.smugmug.com

Cedar-grove.com

Hfs.uw.edu

Washington.edu/ima/uwild Seattlepi.com

Unsplash.com

What is a circular economy?

Why strive for a circular economy?

• The University of Washington Seattle campus operates 
a collaborative compost program, a simple yet widely 
beneficial example of a circular economy. 

• Composting allows for a waste product to become a 
valuable and easily accessible source of nutrition and 
education for the campus community.

• The program isn’t a perfect circle and 
materials are sold off campus or sent off 
campus for processing.

1) A tech company offering repairs and an end-of-life 
take-back program for their easily recyclable 
product.

2) Turning human waste collected from wastewater 
into a healthy soil additive.

3) A textile company offering lifetime mending and 
taking clothing back at the end of its life to be 
remade into other clothing items of equal or 
greater value.

1) Waste is reduced. 
2) There is a reduction in the use of new, expensive 

and limited resources by keeping existing 
materials in use. 

3) Natural systems are regenerated. 

UW ECONOMY

LOCAL ECONOMY

The UW Farm 
purchases compost 
from Cedar Grove.

Cedar Grove 
compost is 
purchased locally 
for gardens, farms 
and infrastructure 
projects.

START
(It’s a circle, but I’d recommend starting 

here for ease of reading.)

1) MakerSpace facilities rethink the idea of 
ownership and reduce the need to purchase 
expensive items that may not need to be 
frequently used.

2) UW Surplus department makes sure that all 
University-owned property is reused as many 
times as possible before being recycled 
responsibly. 

3) UWild offers low-cost gear rental.

Compost Process Partners

https://botanicgardens.uw.edu/center-for-urban-horticulture/gardens/uw-farm/
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/what-is-the-circular-economy
https://botanicgardens.uw.edu/center-for-urban-horticulture/gardens/uw-farm/community-supported-agriculture/
https://hfs.uw.edu/Home
https://comotion.uw.edu/what-we-do/makerspace/
https://facilities.uw.edu/uw-surplus/store
https://www.washington.edu/ima/uwild/equipment-rental/
https://facilities.uw.edu/
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